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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Gary K. Saito, DC, HSCA President 

 

     ALOHA. I have some sad news to report. The Hawaii State  

Chiropractic Association introduced a bill this legislative session  

to update our chiropractic scope of practice because our current  

practice act has fallen short in describing our standard of practice  

and defining what it is we do based on our doctoral education and  

training.   

     Even though our education is accredited by the CCE (Council  

on Chiropractic Education) and recognized by the US Department  

of Education, unfortunately for us, there are legislators who are not  

well informed about chiropractic medicine or how important a  

practice act is.  With their limited knowledge and understanding  

of chiropractic, they are easily confused about what our practice  

act should say. 

     To make matters worse, they have not talked to us about what  

it is they don't know about chiropractic.  A few legislators have  

denied offering us the opportunity to speak personally to them.  

That is politics in a nutshell sometimes. 

     What legislators who voted against our bill fail to realize is that  

their votes have hurt our thousands of patients who rely on us to do the best we can for them.  

Our current practice act is inadequate when it comes to describing our level of expertise and 

validating our license credentials.  Like all other health care professions, we seek to provide 

quality care to our patients.   

     One day, I hope that all legislators will take the time to broaden their knowledge and open 

up their perspectives to recognize the value that each health care profession brings to the field 

of medicine.  We can no longer operate in silos of care.  The modern world is demanding 

integrated medicine with a spirit of cooperation and collaboration.  This process is made more 

difficult and prolongs progress when our elected officials don't work in the public interest to 

encourage a model healthcare system for Hawaii. 

Dr. Gary Saito, DC 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Joseph G Morelli Jr DC FICC, HSCA Secretary & ACA District 7 Governor 
 

Aloha All: 

     As Dr. Saito noted in his report, we fought the hard fight to 

support the updating and streamlining of our chiropractic 

practice act in the recent Hawaii State Legislative session. As 

you know, a “practice act” is the legal construct under which 

we are licensed to practice as health care providers. 

     If you practiced for any time here in Hawaii, you know that 

there have been calculated moves (legislative & 

administrative) by the insurance industry and some segments 

of organized medicine to eat away at our practice rights and 

privileges over the years. 

     There have been misguided rulings and incorrect 

interpretations through the Dept. of Labor hearing proceedings 

and also through State Insurance Commissioner hearings that 

have given insurance carriers grounds to improperly 

adjudicate our claims. 

     This has let others define our practice and retard doctors of 

chiropractic becoming a more integrated part of the health care 

delivery system here in Hawaii. 

     Our practice is often marginalized as an adjunctive or 

ancillary practice and considered non-essential. 

     Part of the biggest flaws in our current licensing law is that 

it consists of a list of do’s and don’ts that is often 

misinterpreted much more narrowly than it was originally 

intended.  

     We have been told repeatedly that if it does not say it 

specifically in the law, then you cannot do that. This has given 

those that want to stifle our profession the perfect vehicle to 

do so. (A perfect example of this muddying up of the law is 

the issue of whether doctors of chiropractic in Hawaii can treat 

extremities conditions.)  

     The HSCA leadership decided to take this head on. We beg 

to differ with these ill-informed opinions that are defining our 

practice/profession. The profession should define “OUR” 

profession, and not anyone else! 

     We began a process in recent years to correct these 

problems and worked very hard to take action to lay the 

foundation to finally take legislative action. 

     Besides lining up the political support, we had to come up 

with the proper legal language to update the law. A group of 

Hawaii DC’s, led by our HSCA president Dr. Saito, was 

assembled to look at our practice laws and regulations as they 

stand today. 

     We then got all of the practice laws and regulations from 

all the other 49 States and US Territories and reviewed them 

one by one. We compared them and tried to discern the key 

elements and language that best describes how we practice and 

how we are trained and tested. We looked at all the CCE 

Accredited College curricula and the National Boards testing 

prep materials. 

     Then we set out to construct an updated law, working to 

put together multiple drafts refining the language. Our goal 

was that the updated law would be broad enough to allow for 

our profession here in Hawaii to keep up with clinical and 

technological advances in healthcare that are mainstream now 

and in the future.  

     We realized that we did not want to be hamstrung by the 

same “laundry list” of what we could do as Doctors of 

Chiropractic. We also realized that in several legal and 

administrative venues there were some gray areas about our 

abilities to diagnose and certify health and a patient’s abilities 

since our existing law did not let us use the term physician. In 

the new language, we removed the prohibition on the use of 

physician, as long as one is identified as a Chiropractic 

Physician, DC, Chiropractor or Doctor of Chiropractic. 

     We also realized that our core values as chiropractors do 

not promote the use of legend drugs and surgery as part of this 

licensing, so we did keep the original prohibitive language 

from our existing law and incorporated it into the updated 

practice act. 

     The final simplified language was translated into a bill, and 

introduced in both the House & Senate of the HI State 

Legislature in this session. 

     The bill passed fairly smoothly through the initial hearings. 

The usual opposition reared its head from the Hawaii Insurers 

Council and the Hawaii Medical Association. Their arguments 

were weak, and Dr. Saito was easily able to counter their very 

biased and unfounded objections at these hearings. 

Unfortunately, things got more complicated as some of our 

own chiropractic colleagues began to testify against our bill.  

     I truly believe that they did not fully understand what we 

were attempting to do, wrongly thinking that the new language 

was too broad, and would allow those who want drugs and 

surgery into our practice to be able to come here and set up 

shop. 

     This was not the case at all; in fact, we specifically kept 

intact the prohibitions of these things in the new law. 

     This dissent from our own profession caused some 

confusion in the hearings by the legislators and gave a strong 

opening for our foes to insert their influence. Before we knew 

it, the updated language of the bill was stripped out, and very 

inappropriate (more restrictive) language was inserted. Our 

practice act all of a sudden was now limiting the practice of 

chiropractic to no more than 30 visits of a patient and capping 

our fees at no more than $75 per visit! 

     This was ridiculous! No practice law in the whole country 

limits a doctor to a certain dollar amount, or to a specific 

number of treatments per patient! This is not only for 

insurance coverage, but this was to be for treatment of ANY 

patient, whether they were self-pay, or not! 

     This language was inserted under the auspices of Maui 

Rep. Angus McKelvey who serves the 10
th

 House Dist. 

(Lahaina, Kaanapali, Kapalua, Maalaea, Kihei, & North 

Kihei). 

     This language is outrageous, and totally inappropriate in a 

licensing law. Basically the self-insured counties and work 

comp carriers, and the HMA convinced McKelvey that 

Chiropractors needed to be “capped” as a profession. 

     If this language was to pass, none of us could ever treat a 

patient more than 30 times, ever… nor charge more than $75 

for a visit! 

     Dr. Gary Saito tried to get a face-to-face meeting with Rep. 

McKelvey, but after multiple attempts, we were stonewalled. 
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     Luckily, Gary had done very strong prep with other 

legislators involved. Miraculously, 3 minutes before the close 

of the final hearing on the final day before the close of the 

legislature, Sen. Ros Baker stripped out the offensive language 

that McKelvey had inserted, and restored the bill to our 

original language, and it passed out of committee, and on to 

the full House & Senate for a final “floor vote”. 

     The following week was set for all the bills that came out 

of committee to get majority approval (Floor Vote) by the full 

legislature. 

     When our bill came before the Senate, it passed easily, with 

very little opposition. When it came before the House for the 

final vote, McKelvey and his allies had put so much doubt and 

misinformation out surrounding the language, that it was 

“recommitted” back to conference committee. 

     In effect, this was a technical way of killing the bill, since 

all conference committee hearings were over for this 

legislative session, and our bill died on the House floor! 

     After several years and more recently months of hard work, 

our hope to finally clean up the flaws in our practice law was 

dashed! 

     I have to take my hat off to Dr Gary Saito, and all the hours 

upon hours he put into this. Gary was out of his office for 

days, and virtually the last two weeks of the session doing the 

one-on-one with legislators, and attending hearings. Also, I 

want to send out my heartfelt Aloha for all the docs who wrote 

testimony for our bill when asked, as it wound its way through 

the hearing process. 

     When all the dust settles, we will do a postmortem on the 

effort, and see what future action might be appropriate. 

     NEW TOPIC… 

     The HSCA elections are set for our next association 

meeting. We will meet here on Oahu at a meeting room on the 

4
th

 floor of Remington College on Bishop Street on Friday, 

June 13, at 7:30pm. Neighbor Island meeting is by 

teleconference at you Island Director’s office. The Hilo 

meeting is at a new site, the office of Dr. Robert Klein, as Dr. 

Paul Bickford is relocating back to Minnesota, and has closed 

his practice. Good luck to you Paul & Marlyn! 

     Regarding the political efforts in this last legislative 

session, we have called in a bunch of favors in order to get our 

bill through the meat grinder of the legislature. Now we must 

do a little giveback to those who were loyal to us, by helping 

with their re-election. Dr. Saito will give his thoughts about 

who deserves our support at our June meeting. We ask that 

you please put this meeting on your calendar, and attend. We 

welcome your participation and we want to hear from you as 

we develop some ideas for the rest of the year. 

Aloha, 

Dr. JOE Morelli 
      
 

THE FIRST IMPORTANT ELECTION 
     There will be two very important elections happening this 

year.  The first is our HSCA elections of Officers and Board 

members.  This will happen on Friday, June 13, 2014 in our 

General Membership meeting.  All HSCA members in good 

standing are encouraged to attend this meeting and to take part 

in the election of our next association leaders who will serve a 

one-year term beginning immediately after the election. 

     If you are interested in stepping up to a leadership role, you 

can self-nominate or have someone nominate you by calling 

the HSCA office at 926-8883.  If you are currently on the 

Board and need to decline to continue, please let us know as 

soon as you make that decision so we can seek a candidate for 

your position.  As always, we encourage our veteran Board 

members to continue serving the profession. 

     Dr. Gary Saito, DC, has announced that he is stepping 

down as the association's President after seven consecutive 

years in that office.  He has pledged to continue helping the 

HSCA in any way he can.  Nominations for his replacement, 

as well as for any other office, can be made any time up to the 

day of the June 13 meeting. 

 

THE SECOND IMPORTANT ELECTION 
     The second important election for state and congressional 

offices has already begun.  In the Governor's race, the HSCA 

has endorsed Neil Abercrombie because of his strong support 

of chiropractic medicine.  Unlike many other elected officials, 

he has first-hand experience with chiropractic and fully 

understands the scope and benefits we provide patients every 

day.  He was instrumental in placing a chiropractor in the 

nation's capitol when he discovered there were no 

chiropractors in the capitol hospital when he first got to 

Congress in 1986.  Also, as a member of the Armed Services 

Subcommittee, he was instrumental in pushing a 10-year study 

of the efficacy of chiropractic care to our military service 

personnel.  Thanks to him, we now have chiropractic services 

in major military installations in the US (including Hawaii) 

and around the world. 

     Maui doctors need to know that Senator Rosalyn Baker 

(south and west Maui) also understands how important it is for 

chiropractic (the third-largest healthcare profession in the 

U.S.) to have a practice act that protects the public interest by 

defining the scope of our practice in the statutes.  Even though 

the bill failed to pass because of a House vote, she deserves 

our gratitude for championing our practice act bill in the 

Senate, yielding an almost unanimous vote on the Senate floor 

in the closing days of the legislative session.  Please let all of 

your patients know that she tried her best to help all 

chiropractors in the state to offer quality care to patients. 

     Oahu doctors should likewise thank Rep. John Mizuno 

(Kalihi Valley, Kam Hts) and Rep. Mark Takai (Aiea) for 

their efforts to pass our practice act bill out of the legislature.  

Rep. Mizuno encouraged the HSCA to propose the practice 

act bill because he felt the time had come to give recognition 

to the value that chiropractors provide every day for every one 

of our patients.  Like the Governor, Rep. Mizuno has first -

hand experience with chiropractic and understands the need to 

update our practice act to national standards of care. 

     Rep. Takai tried his best to get his House colleagues to 

open their minds about the role that chiropractic plays in the 

overall healthcare industry in Hawaii.  He worked relentlessly 

to convince other House Representatives that passing a 

chiropractic bill would not diminish the effectiveness of other 

healthcare professions one bit and that it would give the 

general public access and choice when it comes to medical 

care.  Despite his heroic efforts, he couldn't overcome the 

limited knowledge of his colleagues about chiropractic care.  

He had to face the legislators who were close-minded and who 
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refused to have open discussions with the HSCA about the 

practice act.  In the end, our bill failed by just a few votes. 

 

     2014 IS AN ELECTION YEAR.  Every House 

Representative and half of the State Senators are up for re-

election this year.  We need to come out in full force to 

support the people who have supported us.  Gov. Neil 

Abercrombie, Sen. Rosalyn Baker, Rep. John Mizuno, and 

Rep. Mark Takai top the list.  Rep. Mark Takai is running for 

the House of Representatives in Congress.  We need another 

pro-chiropractic legislator in the House.  Mark Takai needs the 

help of everyone on Oahu, Maui, Molokai, and the Big Island. 

     THEY HELPED US WHEN WE NEEDED THEM; 

NOW LET'S HELP THEM GET RE-ELECTED!!  There 

are three important ways you can help.  First is to deliver them 

votes by talking to every one of your patients to support their 

elections.  The second way is to DONATE to their campaigns 

with as much money as you can spare.  They deserve the help 

that monetary contributions can give their campaigns.  The 

third way is to find the time to also help them by volunteering 

to sign wave, knock on doors, call people, or whatever they 

need.   

 

 

EmpowerChiro Awarded 

Contract with TriWest Healthcare Alliance  

To Serve Veterans 
 

     Family Health America, LC’s EmpowerChiro network was 

recently awarded an exclusive agreement with TriWest 

Healthcare Alliance (TriWest) to expand its chiropractic 

preferred provider network to serve Veterans under the 

Veterans Affairs Patient-Centered Community Care (VAPC3) 

program. This program ensures Veterans receive coordinated, 

high quality Chiropractic care in their communities after a 

referral from the VA is processed by TriWest.  EmpowerChiro 

is expanding its Chiropractic network for TriWest, which will 

process referrals, schedule appointments, track medical 

documentation and pay claims.   

     To handle the TriWest account, to serve Veterans through 

the VAPC3 program, EmpowerChiro is accepting new 

applications from Chiropractors in three TriWest VAPC3 

regions in the following 28 states: Alaska, Alabama, Arkansas, 

Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, 

Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 

Missouri, Mississippi, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Washington 

and West Virginia. 

      Under the VAPC3 program, when a VA Medical Center 

seeks to make a referral for chiropractic care, they send the 

referral to TriWest who contacts both the Chiropractor and the 

Veteran to coordinate the referral.  Among other requirements, 

participating Chiropractors must agree to schedule the 

appointment within twenty (20) days and to see the patient in a 

timely manner within twenty (20) minutes of the scheduled 

appointment time. Like any traditional PPO account, 

participating Chiropractors agree to abide by a discounted fee 

schedule and other requirements in exchange for the 

opportunity to treat more patients.  TriWest offers a provider 

portal and educational materials and e-seminars to educate 

providers about how the referral program works. This 

information may be found at TriWest.com. 

     Beth Snyder, EmpowerChiro’s President, says, “We are 

honored to be awarded this new contract. We see it as a great 

privilege that our Chiropractors are being asked to serve our 

nation’s heroic Veterans.”  Ms. Snyder goes on to explain that 

she is pleased “There are no patient copayments, deductibles 

or coinsurance for the Chiropractor to collect under the 

VAPC3 program.”  Laura A. Moore, the company’s Chief 

Executive Officer, says the new account corresponds with 

EmpowerChiro’s mission, which is “To provide quality 

Chiropractic care for our nation, one patient at a time.” 

     TriWest Healthcare Alliance was founded in 1996 by 

sixteen not-for-profit health plans and two university hospital 

systems to provide Service Members and Veterans with access 

to high quality health care and customer service. According to 

David McIntyre, TriWest’s President and CEO, “it has been 

and remains an honor to have the opportunity to deliver 

excellence for those who have sacrificed so much for their 

fellow Americans and do so at a solid value to the taxpayer. 

We are privileged to deliver this service in support of VA as it 

seeks to meet the needs of our nation’s heroes.” 

     TriWest Healthcare Alliance was founded in 1996 by 

sixteen not-for-profit health plans and two university hospital 

systems to provide Service Members and Veterans with access 

to high quality health care and customer service. According to 

David McIntyre, TriWest’s President and CEO, “it has been 

and remains an honor to have the opportunity to deliver 

excellence for those who have sacrificed so much for their 

fellow Americans and do so at a solid value to the taxpayer. 

We are privileged to deliver this service in support of VA as it 

seeks to meet the needs of our nation’s heroes.” 

     For nearly eighteen years, since 1996, Family Health 

America’s EmpowerChiro network has served large medical 

networks, payers and insurers.  EmpowerChiro’s network is 

national in scope covering all fifty states. The company’s 

Chiropractic network is credentialed to meet NCQA standards 

and currently serves more than twenty health plan networks 

and their clients covering millions of lives nationwide.  

EmpowerChiro serves health insurance plans, workers' 

compensation and auto insurance plans, however, member 

Chiropractors always have the ability to pick and choose to 

participate in only those plans or products which best meet 

their needs.    

     Chiropractors interested in treating Veterans through the 

VAPC3 program may visit EmpowerChiro.com to download 

an application. Chiropractors with questions may call 

EmpowerChiro at 800-819-9571 or email: 

Help@EmpowerChiro.com 
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>ADVERTS, NOTICES & SEMINARS<< 

>>SEMINAR/CONVENTION<< 
 

SEMINAR:            All In One Day, Clinical Evidence 

Based Practice of Chiropractic (12 hrs) 

SPEAKER: Dr. Mark A. Cymerint, D.C. 

WHERE: Ka’anapali Beach Hotel, Maui, HI 

WHEN:  Thursday, June 5, 2014  

CALL:  (949) 707-5785 

eMail:   markcymerintdc@gmail.com 
 

 

>>LOCUM TENENS DC<< 
Wanted: HI Licensed DC to fill in, Kailua, Oahu 

Call:  808-261-4040   

Who:  Dr. Paul Thurlow, DC 

e-mail:  dr.thurlow@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

>ADVERTS, NOTICES & SEMINARS<< 

>>EQUIPMENT FOR SALE<< 
Info:  Doctors  RETIRING, Practice Closing  

  Dr. Donna-Lynn Ching, DC 

  Dr. Donald T. Ching, DC 

Equipment: Activator Table 

  Lender Table 

Office Equip: 2 Steel Desks 

  Various chairs & stools 

How Much: Best offer…by MAY 23, 2014 

CALL:                 (808) 732-2662  Honolulu, HI 

eMail:  donnalching@yahoo.com 
 

>>OFFICE SPACE TO SHARE<< 
DC/ND Office:   FULLY EQUIPPED OFFICE SPACE  

                             for DC or ND 

Available:           Tues., Thurs. & Sat.  

INCLUDES:       Complete Treatment Room, X-Ray &           

                             Rehab Facility 

WHERE: Pearl City/Aiea, Oahu, HI 

CALL:  Dr. Eugene Kitts, DC ND   (808) 487-9999 

eMail:   newtownchiropractic@gmail.com 
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